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even hopeless. This required an ability to recognize
the true character of a disease. As a result, my father
was at times called in on complicated criminal cases
as a medical expert. He was the "author of several
scientific books, some of which were translated into
many foreign languages.
With all these activities, he had very little time
left for recreation or even rest while in his own home
town. Therefore, he usually made trips abroad,
spending about five weeks every summer in some small,
quiet place, usually in Germany or Austria. He
always had his books, and even during these vacations
he worked about half of every day, and during the
remainder either took long walks or rested.
On one of these trips, in the summer of 1900, I
went with him, and we spent about six weeks in the
beautiful mountains of the German Tyrol. Every day we
walked in the surrounding hills, and it was during this
time that I learned from my father my first informa-
tion about electricity, astronomy, and physics. It was
perhaps my father's professional knowledge which
enabled him to explain these subjects to me in such
a way that I could easily understand them. These
conversations planted in me an interest in these sub-
jects which has always remained with me.
My father's life began under modest financial cir-
cumstances. When he left his native village and went
to Kiev to enter the University, his parents were
able to give him only fifteen roubles, and a sam-
ovar. Thus, while he studied in the University he
had to earn his living by teaching. It was a difficult
time. Besides serious study and working for a living,
he had to walk long distances from the different